
 

Brown Bears of the Finnish Taiga 
 

 
 

July 21 – 25 2019 

 

Price 
£1099 (7 persons) 
£1135 (6 persons) 
£1185 (5 persons)  

 

Group size: Min 5 - Max 7  

 

Guide: Robert Canis 

 
Photographing wild brown bears is an unforgettable experience. Imagine, if you will, sitting in a 
hide overlooking a swamp or into dense forest just a short distance from the Russian border. The 
call of ravens echo all around and then, suddenly, without warning a snap of a twig, the sound of 
huge paws squelching through the watery marsh and there, right before you, the magnificent King 
of the Forest.   

 

Price includes: 
 Full board accommodation and transfers from and back to Kuusamo airport.    
 Single/double room occupancy. No single-supplement required.  



 
Price excludes: 

 Flights. Circa. £400 from London Heathrow.   
 Insurance. 
 Sundry items 
 

 
 

Day 1: Transfer from airport to our accommodation - a journey time of approximately 2 ½ hours. 

Days 2-4: Following a long day of travel we will spend our day relaxing. Breakfast is served at 8 
and our 'evening' meal will be at 3. There is no lunch as such though hot/cold drinks and, 
occasionally, cake is served in the main building. After our meal we will be driven by minibus 10 
minutes to the start of the trail where we then have a 30 minute walk over undulating, rough 
terrain to our hides which we will enter at around 5pm on each evening and ‘released’ at 7.30am. 
Upon returning to our accommodation we will have breakfast and relax for the reminder of the 
day. I'm sure you'll be eager to look through your images but you'll be wiser to merely back up 
your photographs  onto your laptop or portable downloader and get some rest.   
 
Day 5: Upon returning from the hides we will have time to have breakfast and shower before 
leaving for the airport at around 10am.   
 
 
 
Image review sessions 
I feel that it is important to point out that there will be no image review sessions. I know that 
some similar tours offer this but really, it's not going to happen. Usually, it's just another 
marketing ploy! With the best will in the world, all of us will be far too tired having spent 14 hours 
awake overnight in a hide and the thought that following a short nap after breakfast you are to 
rise and have your images appraised will not be high on your agenda - or anybodies, come to that! 
You are far better off getting some rest and readying yourself for the next session. However, prior 
to our first night in the hides I will advise on the most appropriate settings and lens combination 
and at dinner, each evening, should you wish to bring your camera along and show me what you 
have taken I will, of course, be very happy to look at and appraise your images.      



 
Hides 
There are 3 different hide locations – forest, lake and swamp - and we will experience one night in 
each making a total of 3 hide nights. This may not sound like many but believe me, those days are 
intense and with your awake/sleep pattern reversed it'll feel quite long enough! :) 
 
The forest hide often has activity for most of the night as this, for many of them, is their first port 
of call. Often there are mother and cubs and the first usually appear as soon as you enter the 
hide! Photography from then until midnight can very often, pretty much, be constant. The swamp 
hide is in a wide, open area offering good light throughout the session since, being this far north, 
sunset isn’t until 11pm and sunrise at 3.30am and, as with the forest hide, it is very possible to 
have mother with cubs and several bears on the swamp at the same time. This often leads to 
interaction with cubs climbing trees and sub-adults play-fighting. The lake hide is in a very 
photogenic location and on still evenings and mornings it is possible to get images of the bears 
reflected in the lake as they walk along its edges, feeding.  
 

 

Each hide measures, approximately, 4 x 2 x 1.75 metres. No tripods are required. Instead, the 
tripod head is attached to a heavy disk which sits on a shelf with the lens pointing out of a sleeve.    
 
Once inside, there is no popping out to the loo so you must be prepared to use a small camping 
toilet/bucket if needs must. Sleeping bags a flask and snack will be provided. In each there is also 
a small bed which you can nap on.  
 
There is no denying that working from hides through the night can be tiring but you soon forget 
your tiredness when you have a bear in front of you and are reviewing your images weeks or 
months later. As there will be 2 of you in the hide I have found, in the past, that a good way of 
working is to alternate between watching and napping, waking up the other when a bear appears. 
Also, since after breakfast is free time, we can rest and catch up on sleep until our afternoon meal 
at around 3pm.   
 
Toilet facilities 



Use of a small camping loo/bucket. There are no private toilet facilities within the hide. You will be 
sharing a hide with another of the same sex.   
 
These small 2-person pro-hides are designed to be moved throughout the seasons, 
therefore the only toilet facilities are the use of a small camping toilet/bucket within 
the hide itself. Because of this I can obviously only allow same sex photographers or 
couples in the same hide.  
 
Therefore, regardless of how soon you book, unless I can find you a 'partner' your 
place is not confirmed. This applies as soon as the tour is advertised and I reserve the 
right not to wait for a suitable partner should the amount required be reached by 
those of the same sex or couples who also express interest. 
 
Fitness level 
Moderate. In order to access the hides a walk of around 30 minutes is required over rough terrain.  
As stated, we will be entering the hides at 5pm and exiting at 7.30am so you must be prepared to 
spend the entire period in the hide. There is no going outside for a stretch!  
 

 
Lake Hide at sunrise 
 
Temperatures 
The weather in Finland, regardless of the season, can be very fickle with daytime temperatures, at 
this time, being around 15 degrees and at night, dropping to 5-10 degrees. We all have our own 
cold-weather temperature thresholds but it’s always best to bring too much and take off than the 
other way around. Extra jumpers and hat and gloves will see you through the nights and 
remember, a sleeping bag will be supplied so I am sure you will be warm and snug!  
 
Accommodation 
Our guest house is in a lovely location amidst forest. It’s very comfortable with bedding and towels 
provided. No bathroom condiments supplied. There is a hair dryer. There are 2 buildings next to 
one another and you will be advised which one you are in upon arrival. Those in the original 
building have single rooms and those in the other have slightly larger twin rooms. There will not 
be enough twin rooms to go around and so this will work on a first come first served basis in that 
those that book this tour first will, if available, be granted a twin room.  
 
Unlike other similar tours where the price is based on twin-room sharing, I believe 
that whenever possible people would much prefer to pay a little extra and have a room 
to themselves so that they can relax without feeling as though they are disturbing the 



other. Because of this I have arranged for everyone to get an en-suite room to 
themselves.    
 

 
 
Equipment needed. A full check-list will be sent to everyone approximately 2 months before the 
tour but the following will give you an idea.  
 
 Wide-angle for scenes such as a 24-70mm (full frame). 
 70-200mm. Very useful, especially for the Forest hide.  
 400mm – 600mm. If you don’t own such a lens then it could well be worth considering hiring 

one though it is not essential, especially if you have a fairly high (24 MP and above) resolution 
camera where you can always crop in the computer.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


