
Iceland 
Iconic South 

 

 
 

March 12th - 20th 2019 

 

Price: £2975 
Deposit: £275 

Group size: 6 

Payment plan available. Please see panel on the right-hand side of the workshop page  

 
Guides: Robert Canis and Dirk Van Uden 

 

Price includes 

Accommodation in single/double en-suite rooms (room to yourself) 

Breakfast 

Airport transfers to and from Keflavik International Airport 

Transport throughout tour's duration 

 

Price does not include 

Flights 

Insurance 

Meals not mentioned 



Why aren't all meals included? 

By not including all meals we are free to eat where we please. It would be impossible for me to 

accurately price the trip doing it any other way since we may eat closer to a good spot  for sunset as 

opposed to at the hotel. However, when we do have meals at  our accommodation you would simply 

have to give them your room number with your order and pay on the last day.  

 

Iceland is not cheap. Expect to pay between £10-£15 for lunch and around £30-£45 for a 3-course meal. 

I found it much easier to pay with a Halifax Clarity Card, rather than use cash, which is the best around 

for overseas spending which offer amongst the highest exchange rates and no commission.    

 

Introduction 

 

Iceland is one country that requires very little by way of an introduct ion. A land of stark contrasts and 

extreme weather, it is quite simply a photographer's paradise! During the day we will visit southern 

Iceland's most iconic locations and at night, with fingers crossed, wait for the northern lights.  

 

Upon meeting at Keflavik International Airport you will be met by me and my driver/co-guide Dirk Van 

Uden whom I have flown all the way from Lapland to accompany me. Dirk has been my guide in 

Lapland for many years and is a highly experienced winter-wilderness guide and driver. He joined me 

on last year's trip and drove with aplomb in whatever weather Iceland threw at him - from heavy 

snowfall to strong winds.     

 

Our plan is to start in the very southeast at the Jokulsarlon Glacier Lagoon and work our way back 

towards Reykjavik staying at  a further 3 hotels. However, since Jokulsarlon is approximately 7 hours 

drive away and flights don't arrive until around 3.30pm, we will drive a couple of hours in that direction 

and stay overnight in a hotel. That way, following a good night's sleep and breakfast, we will be fresh 

for the remainder of the journey.   

 

 

Highlights 

Jokulsarlon Glacier Lagoon 

Diamond Beach 

Gullfoss Waterfall 

Geysir 

Sea-stacks 

Black sand beaches 

Northern lights 

Imposing mountains 

Lava fields 

Small group size of just 6 persons 

 

 

As with all my workshops the group size will be relatively small ensuring plenty of 'personal space' in 

which to work and as much individual tuition as you would like or need. It also means that since we will 

all be traveling as one, it makes for an extremely friendly group dynamic. 

 

 



 

 

A note about Iceland 

I thought it  only fair that I should make you aware of the current 'situation' in Iceland.  

 

Iceland has become very popular over the last few years - especially  the south, and in particular with 

the Asian market. At times, for example, Jokulsarlon and Vik are very busy with the car park full of 

coaches. At first this comes as quite a shock but then you realise that most are reluctant to stray and 

are there largely for selfies! I found (as did the rest of the group) that just by walking a few hundred 

metres from the crowds you are alone and when we work at sunrise and near the Vestrahorn 

Mountains this is especially so, and last  year we had the entire black sand-dune beach (image above) to 

ourselves. Tourists seldom go here, stopping as they do at Jokulsarlon then heading back to Reykjavik. I  

have to say it didn't worry  me (or the rest of the group) one bit  and nothing, and I mean nothing, ever 

prepares you for the jaw-dropping sight of ice-flows gently flowing into the open sea or the thundering 

noise of Gullfoss waterfall. You just have to see it ! The south is like no-where else!   

 

Itinerary 

We will start in the southeast and work our way back towards Reykjavik in the southwest   

 

Base 1: En-route to Jokulsarlon. 1 night 

Base 2: Jokuslarlon Ice Lagoon. 2 nights 

Base 3: Vik. 2 nights 

Base 4: Gullfoss. 2 nights 

Base 5: Keflavik. 1 night  

 

 

 

 



Day 1 

Arrive Keflavik International Airport. F lights are not yet  available but for winter of this year flights arrive 

at 3.30pm. Drive to our first base en-route to Jokulsarlon.  

Day 2 

Following breakfast we continue our drive to our hotel close to Jokulsarlon, a journey of approximately 

5 hours. Photography stops en-route. Depending on our arrival time (this will be dictated by the 

weather) we will head out to the Ice Lagoon for sunset.  

Day 3 

Ice lagoon region including Vestrahorn Mountains and black sand dune beaches.   

Day 4 

Sunrise photography at Ice lagoon Depart  for Vik. Journey time of 2 ½ hours. Evening photography of 

beach and sea-stacks.  

Day 5 

Vik region including black beaches and basalt columns.  

Day 6 

Morning photography, breakfast then depart for Gullfoss. Journey time of 2 ½ hours. Afternoon and 

evening photography of Gullfoss Waterfall and Geysir.  

Day 7 

Sunrise photography of Gullfoss Waterfall. Day of exploring the area which may include photography of 

Icelandic horses. 

Day 8 

Dawn photography shoot. Depart for Reykjavik. Explore the city and have lunch. Afternoon, head for 

our final night's accommodation in Keflav ik, close to the airport .   

Day 9 

Transfer to airport.  

 

 
 



Daily format 

The following will give you an idea as to the tour’s daily  format though this is subject to change due to 

weather conditions and whether we have had a long night photographing the northern lights. For 

example, if we are out till 2am, or later, it is unlikely  we will be up and about for sunrise though there 

may be some exceptions. As with all my tours the format will be ‘fluid’!   

 

Sunrise: 7.30am 

Sunset: 7.45pm 

 

6.00 – 9.00am: Sunrise photography 

9.30 – 10.30am: Breakfast  

10.30 – 12.30pm: Free time 

12.30 – 3.00pm: Photography and lunch 

4.00 – 5.30pm: Dinner. This will vary in accordance to when the hotel serves their meals.  

6.00 – 9.00pm: Evening / sunset photography  

Onwards: Possible aurora photography 

 

 
 

Accommodation 

We will be staying at  3 photography bases, 1 en-route to Jokulsarlon and 1 near Reykjavik in  

comfortable hotel accommodation. You will have a room to yourself and each will be en-suite. Each 

(except  the one in Keflavik) has been chosen so that we are in easy reach of the very best photographic 

locations.  

 

Weather 

The weather in Iceland can be very  unpredictable (not surprising given its location and that we will 

largely  be working on or near the coast) with temperatures ranging from 5 degrees to -10c or below, 



especially  at night. Alternatively, it  could be mild and wet.  Always best to assume, however, that it  will 

be windy and cold. On our trip in March, we had the full gamut from mild and still to blizzards. This just  

made it all the more exciting and exhilarating!     

 

Fitness level 

Conditions throughout Iceland can be extreme. Speak to anyone who has visited Iceland in March and 

you will receive various reports ranging from mild conditions to the ridiculous! Most  locations will be a 

relatively  short walk from the vehicle but you must  be able to walk for around 30 minutes, unaided, 

over uneven terrain and/or snow. We will be working on exposed coastlines where very strong winds 

are likely  so you should be prepared for lengthy periods in cold, windy conditions. This also includes at 

night where there is the possibility of photographing the northern lights.  

 

If you are unsure whether you meet these requirements do contact me and I will be happy to advise.   

 

Equipment needed. A full check-list  will be sent to everyone approximately 2 months before the tour 

but the following will give you an idea.  

 

• Wide-angle such as a 24-70mm (full frame). 

• Ultra-wide (14mm) for northern lights 

• Telephoto-zoom such as a 70-200mm or 100-400mm 

•  Filters. Including ND Grad, ND and Polarising.  

• Tripod  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.robertcanis.com 


